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Key Players for U.S. Trade Policy

Congress Still Has Major Role on Trade Policy

Chuck Grassley (R-IA) Ron Wyden (D-OR)

Ranking Member

Senate FinanceSenate Finance

Ranking Member

Ways & MeansWays & Means

ChairmanChairman

Kevin Brady (R-TX)Richard Neal (D-MA)

The “Big Four” Committee Chairman on Trade 



The Election Landscape for 2020

House of Representatives U.S. Senate

Party House Senate
Republican 197 53
Democrat              232 45
Independents.          1 2
Vacancies 5 0
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Out of the 35 Senate seats up for reelection in 2020, 23 seats are held by Republicans

■ Democratic incumbent   ■ Republican incumbent 
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Democrats, Republicans take turns playing defense in 2018 and 2020

Senate seats in play, by election year
■ Republican seats     ■ Democrat seats
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Key Trade Update #1: China Phase One Deal

Agreement Signed January 15th

December added tariffs delayed indefinitely
September added tariffs decrease from 15% to 7.5% on February 14th



Key Trade Update #2: Free Trade Agreements, GSP?

USMCA 
On the Horizon?

Generalized System 
Preferences (GSP)?
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Trade Update #3: Temporary Tariff Relief for Footwear



6401 (1 MTB request)

6401.92.90: 1 request (fishing wader boots)

6402 (52 MTB requests)

6402.19.90: 8 requests (sports footwear over $20/pair, golf shoes, cycling shoes)
6402.91.42: 4 requests (protective active)
6402.91.50: 12 requests (laminated textile fabric, laminated textile fabric + certain openings sole or upper)
6402.91.80: 1 request (certain women’s)
6402.91.90: 1 request (cheer shoes)
6402.99.23: 1 request (base or platform of wood)
6402.99.31: 13 requests (work, contoured zoris, cheer shoes, golf, certain athletic, women’s over $15/pair)
6402.99.32: 4 requests (protective active)
6402.99.33: 3 requests (laminated textile fabric + certain openings sole or upper)
6402.99.80: 1 request (children’s athletic with glitter uppers)
6402.99.90: 4 requests (footwear incorporating an embedded sensor, golf, cheer shoes)

* Each MTB usually has additional restrictions (ex: value, gender). You can review all the MTBs and their definitions closely
by visiting mtbps.usitc.gov and registering for a password to access the online portal. 

Trade Update #3: Temporary Tariff Relief for Footwear
Current MTB Request Breakdown* (Examples of types of footwear in requests)

https://mtbps.usitc.gov/


6403 (72 MTB requests)

6403.19.30: 2 requests (golf) 
6403.40.60: 4 requests (internal metatarsal protection, static dissipating protection, alloy toe cap)
6403.51.90: 4 requests (cow/calf hair, certain women’s different value ranges)
6403.59.90: 6 requests (certain women’s different value ranges) 
6403.91.90: 29 requests (laminated textile fabric, certain women’s different value ranges, composite safety toe) 
6403.99.20: 1 request (base or platform of wood)
6403.99.60: 9 requests (house slippers, certain athletic, laminated textile fabric, composite safety toe)
6403.99.90: 17 requests (house slippers, certain athletic, laminated textile fabric, slip-on, cheer)

* Each MTB usually has additional restrictions (ex: value, gender). You can review all the MTBs and their definitions closely
by visiting mtbps.usitc.gov and registering for a password to access the online portal. 

Trade Update #3: Temporary Tariff Relief for Footwear
Current MTB Request Breakdown* (Examples of types of footwear in requests)

https://mtbps.usitc.gov/


6404 (62 requests)

6404.11.20: 1 request (certain women’s athletic)
6404.11.81: 1 request
6404.11.85: 7 requests (certain athletic)
6404.11.90: 12 requests (footwear incorporating embedded sensor, laminated textile fabric, ski, golf, cheer) 
6404.19.15: 1 request (certain women’s non-athletic)
6404.19.20: 16 requests (fishing waders, laminated textile fabric, laminated textile fabric with certain openings)
6404.19.36: 2 requests (not more than $20/pair)
6404.19.37: 5 requests (house slippers with uppers of MMF textile, women’s $15 or higher)
6404.19.39: 3 requests
6404.19.87: 1 request (house slippers)
6404.19.90: 10 requests (different value ranges, covering the ankle but not knee, an alloy safety toecap and static 
dissipating protection, slip-on)
6404.20.40: 2 requests
6404:20:60: 2 requests

* Each MTB usually has additional restrictions (ex: value, gender). You can review all the MTBs and their definitions closely
by visiting mtbps.usitc.gov and registering for a password to access the online portal. 

Trade Update #3: Temporary Tariff Relief for Footwear
Current MTB Request Breakdown* (Examples of types of footwear in requests)

https://mtbps.usitc.gov/


The Challenging IP Landscape in 2019

• January 2018 GAO Report 

• Investigators bought products from 
five popular e-commerce sites 
(choosing four categories of 
frequently counterfeit goods) 

• Of the 47 products purchased, 20 
turned out to be counterfeit 

• The report led to the U.S. Senate’s 
heightened focus on counterfeit 
sales on online platforms 

Intellectual Property in Focus
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Past Few Years … FDRA Expands IP Advocacy

Intellectual Property in Focus

Special 301 Testimony to USTR (2016, 2017, 2018, 2019)

U.S. Senate E-Commerce Investigation (2018)

FTC Competition and Consumer Protection in the 21st Century (2018)

U.S. Customs 21st Century Customs Framework Hearing (2019)

Senate Judiciary IP Subcommittee Hearing (2019)

Filed Comments in response to WH Memo on Counterfeits (2019)



Design Patent 
Seizure Bill

S.2987 - Counterfeit Goods Seizure Act

Senators Thom Tillis (R-NC), Chris Coons (D-DE),          
Mazie Hirono (D-HI), Bill Cassidy (R-LA)
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DHS Report on Counterfeiting and Pirated Goods

Possible Actions from the Administration Include:
• Aggressively seeking civil fines, penalties, and injunctive actions against those deemed to facilitate the 

import of counterfeits and help brand owners seeking similar injunctive relief.
• Considering platforms’ domestic warehouses as official consignees of certain imports to encouraged the 

platforms to abandon fakes in their possession. 
• Reassessing where the Administration needs new data and new rules to combat furtive strategies of 

counterfeiters. CBP will increase attention on high risk shipments, repeat offenders, and advance data 
on incoming mail. 

• Government and industry collaboration, including a public-private consumer education campaign. 
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Questions?
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