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PRESS RELEASE  |   December 9, 2025 

FDRA Urges President Trump to Eliminate Footwear Tariffs to Lower Costs for 
American Families 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The Footwear Distributors and Retailers of America (FDRA) sent a letter to 
President Trump applauding his recent actions to reduce tariffs on food products and urging him to apply the 
same reasoning to footwear tariffs. 

The letter highlights that footwear tariffs remain among the highest of any consumer product category, 
averaging more than 12%, with some children’s shoes facing combined rates of up to 87.5%. FDRA stressed 
that these tariffs do not protect U.S. jobs or national security because shoes are not manufactured 
domestically at scale. Instead, they inflate prices on an essential product every family must purchase year 
after year. 

“Reducing or eliminating footwear tariffs would be a strong, pro-family decision consistent with your 
recent actions to lower costs without jeopardizing American workers or national security. We stand 
ready to work with your administration to ensure tariff policy supports families and businesses rather 
than adding to their financial burden.” 

Read the full letter here: FDRA Letter to Trump Administration – November 2025 

Recent Coverage on Footwear and Inflation Trends: 

1. Reuters – Vietnam's footwear exports to US fell 27% in Sept amid Trump tariffs 

2. Business of Fashion – Trump’s Tariffs Have Already Rewired the Global Fashion Industry 

3. Fortune – ‘There’s only so much you can absorb from the tariffs, because they’re just very 
high’: Levi’s CEO states the plain truth 

For more information about FDRA or to schedule an interview with Matt Priest on the state of the footwear 
industry, please email fdracomms@cgagroup.com 
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